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As I am from Germany, it is quite obvious that I didn't had something you can call a "culture shock" 

when moving to Austria. The written language is the same, the spoken one most times as well. The 

stores, buildings and other human made things look the same like in Germany and also the plants 

and animals you can see and hear are nearly the same. After living here for four months, my 

conclusion is that most things are similar in Austria and Germany when you look at them in general, 

but vary a little bit in detail.  

Before arriving in Austria I was a little bit unsure how the Austrians will react on me. Even if we both 

talk German, they will definitely hear that I'm a German, latest after a half sentence. But from my 

perspective today I can say that these worries were unnecessary. I can't remember a single situation 

where I had the feeling that Austrians react different on me in an unfriendly way because they notice 

that I'm from Germany. But sometimes conversations have a little unpleasant feeling for me: All 

Austrians seem to understand me perfect but I'm far away from understanding all Austrians perfect. 

Ok, probably even Austrians don't understand all other Austrian dialects every time, but obviously I 

have more trouble with the dialects. My rate of understanding people depends a lot of the person 

who is speaking. One time I bought honey from an old beekeeper in a village near Kapfenberg and I 

understood - let's make an optimistic estimation- the half of what he said. But of course this is an 

extreme example. Most times I understand maybe 85% to 95% of what people say. It depends how 

fast and clear the people are speaking and often I can guess what they mean out of the context. 

In preparation for this essay I thought about what are typical attributes of Austrians. Quite a different 

question. All the Austrians I met are obvious Austrians but the main thing why I think this, is their 

dialect. Overall you can maybe say that things going a little bit slower and more relaxed here than in 

Germany. But the fact that Kapfenberg is smaller city may have also influenced that feeling. I guess 

Viennese people are different than the most Styrians.  

To name more differences between Germany and Austria I can mention all the different words for 

things, specially about food. Marille/Aprikose, Germ/Hefe, Stiege/Treppe and so on. Here also the 

Austrians understand me when I use the German term. But nearly every time I understand the 

Austrians using the Austrians terms as well. Yeah! Another difference are the prenames. The most 

prenames are used in Germany as well as in Austria but the frequencies in the different generations 

vary. For example I have fellow students at the FH Joanneum who are called Georg, Reinhard, 

Claudia, Harald, Robert, Nadine and Wolfgang. All these names are very rare in my generation in 

Germany and the youngest persons with these names in Germany I know are over 50 or (for Claudia 

and Nadine) over 35. 

To write about a thing I don't like in Austria comparing to Germany, I can mention the media. With 

the "Kleine Zeitung" paper and derStandard.at I have at least found some readable news sources, but 

the radio news in Austria are quite bad from my perspective. All stations I tried out talk the half time 

of their newscast about accidents and fates happened to people in Austria or sometimes even in 

other countries. I don't want to hear a two minutes report about how somebody has loosen which 

body parts in which way! It's completely irrelevant for my live as well as for the lives of the other 



99,99% of the listeners. Also court decisions about criminals are reported more often in the news. Of 

course the crime is always explained by a reporter in detail. In present tense. I guess lots of Austrians 

think that the life in Austria is much more dangerous than it really is because of the in average higher 

rate of yellow press reports.    

But let's end this essay with a positive "culture shock": A difference between Austrian and German 

culture I really enjoyed during my stay abroad was the penchant of the Austrians for sweet dishes. 

Lots of times I have eaten Buchteln, Kaiserschmarrn, Eispalatschinken et cetera. I like it that there are 

available so often in Austria, not only in restaurants, but also in the Mensa and frozen in the 

supermarkets. 

As a generalized conclusion for the difference between the Austrian and my home culture I would 

say that everything is a little bit smaller and calmer here. The stores are closing earlier, more people 

know each other and so on. The Austrians know that they are a smaller country, but they have 

advantages from this. I liked living in this culture even if it would need more time to adapt to it. I felt 

clearly as a foreigner during my stay in Austria, even Austria and Germany have so much in common. 


